
Want to reduce energy costs and cool your home, while you help 
keep Maryland’s environment clean and healthy, and even cool your 
neighborhood? Consider the cool roof! 

Traditional dark roofs absorb the sun’s energy and heat, contributing to
a “heat island effect.” Urban areas are typically 5-22 degrees hotter than 
rural areas due to increased amounts of dark surfaces like roads and 
roofs absorbing the sun’s heat. One way to counter this effect is by 
installing a cool roof.                          

Benefits of a Cool Roof:

• Cools your home. A cool roof can be up to 100°F cooler than a  
 traditional roof, helping your home stay cooler on those hot summer days. 

• Saves you money. A cool roof can reduce air conditioning costs 
 by up to 70%, and there are Energy Star tax credits available to reduce  
 the cost of installation . 

• Contributes to a cleaner, healthier Maryland. A cool roof  
 reduces pollution by lessening the amount of fossil-fuel generated  
 energy required to cool your home, keeping our air cleaner and 
 curbing climate change.

Can I Install a Cool Roof on Any Roof? 

Yes. A flat roof or low-slope roof can be converted to a cool roof 
by applying a thick cool-colored or white coating over your current roof. 
If you have a flat roof, you can have a cool roof installed by calling the 
non-profit Civic Works at (410) 366-8533, or their Energy Outreach line 
at (410) 929-6139.

For a steep-sloped roof try cool-colored tiles/shingles. These tiles/ 
shingles look no different than traditional dark roofs, but they contain 
pigments that reflect solar energy in the infrared spectrum. You can get 
these roofing materials in traditional colors of brown, green, and terracotta, 
and there are even asphalt shingles that reflect up to 65% of solar energy. 

Find more information, see all Energy Star certified roof products at 
energystar.gov/certified-products/detail/roof_products, or ask your local 
roofing contractor about cool roofing options.
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