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Public perceptions of climate change, 2014
Communication Considerations 

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Communicate the social consensus of Marylanders who think climate change is happening, and that majorities support state climate and energy policies
More than three-quarters (77%) of Marylanders say that climate change is happening. Support for climate and energy policies is also high – more than 50% support almost all of the policies that we listed in the survey, but for the majority of those policies that they support, they say they have not heard of them before the survey. When people think that there is high social consensus on an issue, their own attitudes become clarified and they are more likely to believe that they are correct. (See citation below)
2. Communicate the consensus of 97% of climate scientists who say human-caused climate change is happening
Scientists are the most trusted sources of information on climate change. Seventy percent of Marylanders say that they trust Maryland’s scientists on this issue. Understanding the scientific consensus has been shown to be a critical gateway belief; yet just over one-quarter of Marylanders understand the high percentage of agreement among climate scientists that human-caused climate change is occurring. (See citation below)
3. Understanding that climate change is primarily human-caused is important to convey
Almost identical percentages of Marylanders say that climate change is caused entirely or mostly by human activities (37%), or that it is about equally driven by natural changes in the environment and human activities (36%). Understanding that human beings are the primary driver of climate change, as opposed to natural cycles, is highly correlated with wanting Maryland’s Governor and the General Assembly to place a high priority on climate change, and support for local and state government protection of communities against climate change harms.
4. Recruit trusted messengers to talk about climate: scientists, doctors and state agencies
More than half of residents say that they trust scientists at Maryland universities (70%), doctors and other public health experts (63%), and environmental organizations (52%). More than half of state residents also say that they trust Maryland Department of the Environment (58%), Maryland Department of Natural Resources (53%), and Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (51%).

Additional resources to visualize climate impacts in Maryland:
· For an experiment demonstrating the effects of social consensus messaging on attitudinal certainty, see: Petrocelli, J. V., Tormala, Z. L., & Rucker, D. D. (2007). Unpacking attitude certainty: Attitude clarity and attitude correctness. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 92(1), 30–41.  
· For an experiment demonstrating the effects of scientific consensus messaging, see:  Lewandowsky, S., Gignac, G. E., & Vaughan, S. (2013). The pivotal role of perceived scientific consensus in acceptance of science. Nature Climate Change, 3(4), 399–404.  
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