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Majority of Marylanders Understand Climate Change Impacts on Public Health, 
Support Clean Energy Solutions 

State legislators speak about bills that support healthy & renewable energy 
 

  
Annapolis, Md. (February	  18,	  2015)	  –	  Maryland	  Delegate	  Mary	  Washington	  and	  
representatives	  of	  The	  Maryland	  Environmental	  Health	  Network	  (MdEHN)	  and	  the	  Climate	  
Communication	  Consortium	  of	  Maryland	  drew	  a	  connection	  between	  our	  energy	  choices,	  
climate	  change	  and	  its	  impact	  on	  our	  health	  in	  a	  briefing	  before	  legislators,	  researchers	  and	  the	  
media	  today.	  
	  	  
A	  new	  survey	  released	  today	  from	  George	  Mason	  University	  in	  partnership	  with	  the	  Climate	  
Communication	  Consortium	  of	  Maryland	  reveals	  that	  a	  majority	  of	  Marylanders	  expect	  people’s	  
health	  in	  their	  communities	  to	  be	  affected	  by	  climate	  change	  in	  the	  next	  several	  years	  (55%).	  
State	  residents	  say	  breathing	  and	  respiratory	  problems	  (72%);	  injuries	  from	  extreme	  weather	  
(61%),	  and	  heat	  stroke	  (55%)	  are	  likely	  to	  become	  more	  common	  in	  the	  state	  due	  to	  climate	  
change.	  The	  full	  report	  and	  an	  accompanying	  infographic	  can	  be	  downloaded	  here.	  
	  	  
“Climate	  change	  is	  already	  beginning	  to	  harm	  people's	  health,	  and	  will	  likely	  do	  so	  more	  in	  the	  
future	  through	  increasingly	  dangerous	  weather,	  decreased	  air	  quality,	  and	  the	  spread	  of	  
disease,”	  said	  Dr.	  Edward	  W.	  Maibach,	  a	  public	  health	  expert	  at	  George	  Mason	  University	  and	  
one	  of	  the	  study’s	  authors.	  “This	  report	  demonstrates	  that	  Marylanders	  are	  beginning	  to	  
connect	  the	  dots	  between	  climate	  change	  and	  their	  health.	  They	  understand	  that	  climate	  
change	  isn’t	  just	  threatening	  penguins	  and	  polar	  bears	  anymore.”	  
	  
The	  study	  also	  shows	  that	  almost	  three-‐quarters	  of	  Marylanders	  (73%)	  say	  that	  coal	  is	  
somewhat	  or	  very	  harmful	  to	  people’s	  health.	  Renewable	  energy	  sources	  such	  as	  wind	  and	  



solar	  continue	  to	  be	  viewed	  by	  majorities	  as	  non-‐harmful	  (solar,	  65%;	  offshore	  wind,	  57	  %;	  
land-‐based	  wind,	  58%).	  In	  a	  supporting	  study	  released	  in	  2014,	  more	  than	  two-‐thirds	  of	  
Marylanders	  said	  they	  would	  like	  to	  see	  the	  state	  use	  more	  renewable	  fuel	  sources	  like	  wind	  
(69%)	  and	  solar	  (78%).	  
	  	  
“This	  important	  new	  research	  highlights	  how	  much	  Marylanders	  recognize	  that	  climate	  change	  
and	  our	  energy	  choices	  affect	  our	  health,”	  said	  Delegate	  Mary	  Washington.	  “Marylanders	  are	  
ready	  for	  change	  and	  for	  healthier	  lives,	  and	  they	  want	  legislators	  to	  work	  together	  to	  expand	  
clean	  energy	  options	  that	  clean	  up	  our	  air	  and	  water.	  That's	  exactly	  what	  my	  colleagues	  and	  I	  
plan	  to	  do.”	  	  
	  
Research	  shows	  that	  dirty	  energy	  causes	  air	  pollution	  that	  contributes	  to	  health	  problems,	  
contaminates	  water,	  and	  is	  increasing	  the	  frequency	  and	  intensity	  of	  weather	  events.	  A	  recent	  
report	  by	  the	  Maryland	  Environmental	  Health	  Network	  reviews	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  energy	  
choices	  contribute	  to	  Maryland’s	  health	  problems.	  The	  report,	  Energy	  &	  Health	  in	  Maryland:	  A	  
Briefing	  for	  Health	  Advocates,	  finds	  that	  Maryland’s	  current	  energy	  choices	  cause	  air	  pollution	  
that	  contributes	  to	  higher	  rates	  of	  asthma,	  cancer,	  cardiovascular	  disease,	  respiratory	  illnesses,	  
and	  reproductive	  and	  developmental	  problems.	  The	  Baltimore-‐Washington	  area	  has	  the	  8th	  
worst	  ground-‐level	  ozone	  in	  the	  nation.	  This	  form	  of	  ozone	  causes	  difficulty	  breathing,	  and	  even	  
a	  short	  period	  of	  exposure	  can	  cause	  long-‐term	  lung	  damage,	  especially	  in	  children.	  
	  
“We	  must	  recognize	  and	  address	  the	  impact	  our	  energy	  systems	  are	  having	  on	  Maryland’s	  
health	  status,”	  said	  Rebecca	  Ruggles,	  Director	  of	  the	  Maryland	  Environmental	  Health	  Network.	  
“We	  have	  embraced	  our	  food	  system,	  the	  built	  environment,	  and	  gun	  violence	  as	  legitimate	  
public	  health	  issues.	  The	  time	  has	  come	  to	  add	  clean	  energy	  policy.”	  
	  	  
Delegates	  Mary	  Washington,	  Clarence	  Lam,	  and	  Luke	  Clippinger,	  along	  with	  Senators	  Brian	  
Feldman	  and	  Joanne	  Benson	  attended	  today’s	  event	  to	  speak	  about	  bills	  they	  are	  sponsoring	  to	  
address	  the	  findings	  of	  these	  important	  reports;	  measures	  include	  expanding	  Maryland’s	  
investment	  in	  clean	  &	  renewable	  energy,	  establishing	  a	  program	  on	  generating	  community	  
solar	  energy,	  and	  reducing	  the	  cumulative	  impact	  on	  communities	  overburdened	  by	  poor	  
health	  status	  and	  bad	  air	  quality.	  	  
	  
“Maryland	  is	  a	  leader	  in	  green	  energy	  jobs	  in	  the	  Mid-‐Atlantic,	  and	  we	  have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  
do	  even	  more	  by	  strengthening	  these	  healthy	  investments,”	  said	  Senator	  Brian	  Feldman.	  
“Better	  energy	  choices	  will	  result	  in	  more	  green	  energy	  jobs,	  a	  stronger	  economy	  and	  greater	  
energy	  security.”	  	  	  	  
	  



“We	  must	  protect	  communities	  that	  are	  already	  overburdened	  by	  sources	  of	  air	  pollution	  from	  
becoming	  the	  sites	  of	  additional	  dirty	  energy	  sources	  or	  new	  industrial	  plants,”	  said	  Senator	  
Benson.	  
	  	  
For	  the	  past	  two	  years,	  George	  Mason	  University	  has	  partnered	  with	  the	  Climate	  
Communication	  Consortium	  of	  Maryland	  on	  statewide	  surveys	  of	  climate	  change,	  energy	  and	  
public	  health.	  This	  is	  the	  last	  of	  four	  reports	  that	  have	  been	  released	  from	  the	  2014	  survey;	  
other	  reports	  include	  climate	  adaptation	  and	  sea	  level	  rise,	  public	  beliefs,	  behaviors	  &	  
preferences	  about	  energy	  and	  climate	  change	  generally.	  The	  survey	  was	  mailed	  to	  6,401	  
households	  in	  the	  state	  of	  Maryland.	  The	  survey	  was	  fielded	  from	  March	  17	  to	  June	  10,	  2014	  
with	  a	  response	  rate	  of	  35%.	  The	  unweighted	  sample	  margin	  of	  error	  is	  +/-‐	  2	  percentage	  points	  
at	  the	  95%	  confidence	  interval.	  
 

 ### 
Climate Communication Consortium of Maryland: The Consortium’s mission is to broaden 
and deepen public engagement in climate change and energy issues across all of Maryland’s 
communities and sectors by encouraging and facilitating collaboration in the communication 
efforts of government agencies and elected officials, businesses, non-profit organizations, 
advocates and citizens. http://www.climatemaryland.org/ 

The Maryland Environmental Health Network: MdEHN seeks to improve the health of 
Marylanders by minimizing exposures to environmental threats and toxic chemicals, by 
promoting effective environmental legislation and institutional policies (including enforcement), 
and by advancing environmental health equity throughout Maryland. www.MdEHN.org 

Read our report Energy & Health in Maryland: A Briefing for Health Advocates at 
http://mdehn.org/reports/energyhealth/ 
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